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lu him that glorieth glory in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth 


Me, that I am the Lo 15. Jeremiah i ix. 24. 


Ille vero [Chriftus) exhibit Deo fidem : docuit enim quodUnus 
Deus fit; eumque Solum coli oportere: nec unquam ſeipſum 
Deum dixit: quia non ſervaſſert fidem, ſi miſſus, ut Deos tolleret, 
et unum afſereret, induceret alium preter Unum. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Letter is intended to be ſubjoined to a 
future Edition of the Author's Elucidation 
of the Unity of God, as they have an imme- 
diate connexion with each other. The 
Elucidation (to which the Letter refers) 
may be had of Mr. R. Baldwin, 'Book- 
ſeller, Pater-noſter-Row. 


Lo 


To HIS GRACE 


| Irs: ys ee 


Lord Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY. 


My Loxrvn, 


LTHOUGH the Principles, contained in 


Cod, are oppoſed to a long prevailing Opinion 


in the Church over which you Preſide; yet, I 


humbly preſume, your Grace has not determined 
to refuſe your attention to Arguments, that are 
ſeriouſly and temperately offered againſt that 
Opinion, eſpecially when they are fairly brought 
from thoſe very Records on which it is ſuppoſed 
to be founded. The Reſpect I feel for your ſacred 
Function, ſecures me from giving you the leaſt 
Intentional Offence, I have no Symptoms of 
luch a deſign in my heart. Aqd, therefore, I 

A 2 flatter 


my Endeavour to Elucidate the Unity of 
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flatter myſelf, that you will believe me, my Lord, 
when 1 declare, that nothing but an earneſt deſire 
to ſupport the Truth, on an Article of the utmoſt 
Importance to Mankind, (in doing which I have 
taken Example from very high Authority) and to 
ſhew the agreement of Scripture to that Light 
which God himſelf implanted in us, hath prompt- 
ed me to open myſelf to your Grace and to the 
world. 


It will, indeed, appear evident, I hope, to | 
every unbiaſſed Mind, that the abovementioned 
tract, to which I refer, contains not a preſump- 
tuous attempt to injure or to alter any part of 
the Religion of Chriſt, but that it is expreſsly de- 
ſigned to forward its GENERAL reception on its 


own Foundations; and to ſecure that Union and 


Peace in the Church, which are alone to be ex- 
pected from a ſtrict adherence to the revealed Will 
of God. Your Grace will be able to determine 
on this, if you ſhould be pleaſed to honour that 
treatiſe with a peruſal, 


I beg leave to obſerve, that the zealous In- 
quirers into the true Object of Divine Worſhip, 
are ſometimes, very irrationally, accuſed of an 
overweening Curioſity: it is ſaid, that they do 
wrong in diſturbing the Minds of themſelves and 
others, by ſearching into Myſteries which are not 
on a level with our Underſtanding. Now with- 

| | out 
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cut entering into any formal argument againſt 
this reaſoning, a very plain anſwer may be given. 
That, if we would fettle our Faith on ſub- 
ſtantial grounds, we mult both Search and Think : 
and that when thoſe Myſteries are - perpetually 
brought forward in the Church, and warmly de- 
fended out of it, not as points merely Speculative, 
but, as Articles of Belief neceſlary to Salvation, 
we very naturally endeavour to comprehend 
them ; and indeed they then become of too Im- 
portant a nature to ſuffer the truly Religious 
Mind to remain Indifferent about them. Thus 
Men are unavoidably driven, if they regard their 
inward quiet, to ſeek for ſatisfaction to them- 
ſelves; and to take refuge from the diſtractions 
of Controverſy, under the peaceful ſafeguard of 
the Bible. What we have reaſon to lament, 1s, 
that the ſacred writings have been violently wreſt- 
ed into myſtic ſenſes, which very often have no 
place but in the Imagination; and favourite Opi- 
nions have been defended, without any due regard 
to the allowed ſignification of words, to Gram- 
mar, or the general deſign of the PRINT: 


As ſuch irregular modes of conſtruction are 
never likely to fix our Religious Principles on a 
firm baſis, I have endeavoured to confine myſelf 
to the moſt obvious Senſe of Revelation, and. it 
is my conſolation, that I can humbly and. openly 
appeal to the Great Judge of All, that if] have erred 
in the ſearchof Him and his Truths, I have not erred 

e Wilfully. 


. 
 Wilfully. I could not poſſibly have ſought my 
own Intereſt in ſo doing. In deſignedly trying to 
miſlead others, I ſhould certainly undermine my 
own tranquillity, without the ſmalleſt proſpect of 
advantage; and ſurely no man of common: ſenſe 
will be charged with ſuch conſummate folly, 
The point I have contended for, is, indeed, of 
fuch infinite Importance, that, I readily own, I 
found myſelf unable, in the proſecution of my 
endeavours, to free myſelf from the deepeſt 
anxiety and fear, leſt I ſhould groſsly err, and 
give offence in a matter wherein my future Peace 
and Happineſs are ſo directly concerned. But I 
humbly rely on the Mercy and Compaſſion of 
God, in whom I have truſted and not in myſelf. 


Conſcientious motives prevailed on me not to 
conceal the reſult of my inquiries. To free 
others from Perplexity, as well as myſelf, and to 
prove by clear deductions, that the Bible doth 
not enforce an article of Faith repugnant to our 
inward ſuggeſtions, but that It is filled with con- 
firmations of that firſt Principle, the Unity of God, 
which appears to be a Truth harmonizing with 
human Reaſon :-—Theſe have been my chief 
_ wiſhes and deſigns. Yet I am convinced, my 
Lord, with yourſelf and others, that even the 
| ſteadfaſt Belief of this Great and leading Principle, 
and the conſequences deducible from it, will avail 


us but little, unleſs the Moral excellencies, which 
| | ſhould 
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ſhould ariſe from that Belief, are put in Practice. 


True Charity, Piety, Virtue, Integrity, are eſſen- 


tials in true Religion, and the ſtipulated means 


of our acceptance with Gop. 


Taz Hiſtory of Europe, as your Lovato well. 


knows, records the moſt melancholy Proofs how 
far Men, in ſupport of their ſeveral Syſtems, have 
departed from Chriſtian Charity. Human Na- 
ture ſhudders at the Relation, and is relieved. 


alone by reflecting on that Light and Liberality 


which, by.the favour of God, now pervade and 


Dignify the Minds of Men almoſt throughout. 
Chriſtendom. 


The Maxim which ſo long prevailed, that the 
Gift of God, our diſtinguiſbing Faculty, is a Guide 
by no means to be truſted in our Religious re- 
karches;—this fatal notion, craftily taught, and 
too readily imbibed in Superſtitious Ages, de- 
throned Reaſon ; and the Bleſſings and Promiſes of 
the Goſpel were then ſecreted in the hands of 


Tyranny, or conſigned to the blind and mercileſs 


Authority of Zeal without Knowleage. 


Theſe intereſted. A to ſhut out the 
light of Reaſon, or to render it uſeleſs, in a great 
meaſure ſucceeded, and, in conſequence, an almoſt 
univerſal Darkneſs overſpread the Chriſtian 
World ; which has diſſipated but by flow degrees. 

—__ OF. Surpriſing 
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Surprifing as it may appear on reflection to ſome; 
it feems to have been but lately allowed that, a 
Man can neither, in fact, be compelled to Believe, 
nor can poſſibly Believe. as be pleaſes; but 
that, if he Thinks at all, bis real Belief muſt 
flow from the dicbates of his own Conſcience; a 
Tribunal which no Mortal Power can Com- 
mand! This is an everlaſting Truth ; andit is from 
Mens Ignorance of it, or their want of attention 
to it, that all the-ſhameful Cruelties of Perſeeu- 
tion, on account of Religious opinions, have ever 
taken their riſe. It is not pofſible for Ignorance 
to expoſe itſelf more ridiculouſly, than in mani- 
feſting a Belief, that any human Authority can 
Force the Conſciences of Men, fince it certainly is 
| not in the power of themſelyes to do it if they 
| would. Whenever, therefore, this has been at- 
tempted, (as it has been too often) the Tryal has 
univerſally ended as all tryals muſt do that are 
made to effect Impoſſibilities. But Mankind as 
they become more enlightened, become not only 
more reaſonable, but, very naturally, more Mer- 
ciful- alſo; and thoſe Enormities which were for- 
merly committed by Bigots of all Perſuaſions, 
and which we now read of with equal horror and 
aſtoniſhment, are never likely, by the Goodneſs 
of God, to infeſt the Earth again. 


The Powers of Conſcience may indeed be "I 
preſſed by Tyranny for a time, but cannot be 
finally ſubdued, We * ſmother the Flame 

| without 


18 
without extinguiſhing the Fire. When that Ex- 
cellent Man, Archbiſhop Cramer, harraſſed by 
his mercileſs enemies, and overcome by the 
weakneſs of human Nature, ſigned an Abjuration 
of thoſe Principles which Reaſon and Reflection 
had taught him to adopt; how little did the Ter- 
rors of the bittereſt Cruelty and miſguided Zeal at 
laſt Avail? At the inſtant of his Death, what an 
affecting and glorious Example did he give of the 
Triumph of Conſcience over All! 


Thus much I will venture to predict. That in 


whatſoever Chriſtian Country, the People ſhall be 
indulged without exception, in the Free Exer- 
ciſe of their Religious Principles“; that Country 


will be the Firſt (and Great-Britain bids fair for 


it) that will be permanently ſettled on the Firm 


Baſis of the Goſpel and Reaſon, All material de- 


viations will purge themſelves by degrees, or be 
ſoon expunged by the unſhackled Efforts of ſerious 
and attentive Minds: whereas Reftraint and Per- 
ſecution of all kinds, Experience has taught us, 


ſerve only to inflame Prejudices and Fix them, 


and to render even Contradictions and Abſurdities 
Sacred, | 


* This obſervation is poſitively reſtrifted to Religious Principles; 


purely and conſcientiouſly ſuch, i. e. ſuch as are, in themſclves, 
abtrated from any worlely or Political motives whatſoever, 


Yet, 


(Ce | 


- Yet, my Lord, I am very far from being un- 


friendly to an Efabliſhed- Form of Worſhip; I 


conceive it hardly poſſible for Society to ſubſiſt 
without it. I believe it to be abſolutely eſſential 
to the Welfare and Peace of the World, and full 
of general Utility; Provided that, the fundamen- 
tal Principles of this Eſtabliſhment are grounded 
Solely and Clearly on the Scriptures. For the 
generality of Men have neither Ability, Leiſure, 
nor (it is to be feared in many inſtances) Incli- 
nation to plan for themſelves any rational and 
well-adapted Form of Religious ,Worſhip : and 
the Poſitive Neceſſity of preſerving a conſtant and 
well-ordered Attention to the ALMIGHTY, muſt 
be obvious to All Mankind; as it moſt certainly 
is, and muſt for ever be, an object of the Higheſt 
concern to all rational Beings. Still there is no 
ſort of neceſſity to Conſtrain men to join in any 
particular Mode of Worſhip whatſoever : this is 
much better left freely to their own Conſciences, 
to that inextinguiſhable Light of God which is 
placed in the breaſt of every man; and we may 
reſt aſſured, that the Form which is found by Ex- 
perience to be the Cleareſt, the moſt Rational, 
and, eſpecially, the moſt conſonant to the plain 
Doctrines of the Scriptures, will at length prevail 
over all others; and be Dire#ly and Cordially 
embraced by all thoſe who are truly Pious, Diſ- 


cerning, and Learned wand it is well enough 
| known 
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known what effect this would naturally h ave on i 
| 
| 
| 


the Commonalty.. 1 { 


ficulty of _ Eſtabliſhing ſuch a Liturgy, expreſsly 
Scriptural, as 1s here wiſhed, is by any means ſo 
great as is uſually pretended. The Work is already, 
ina good meaſure, done. Our preſent Book of Com- 1 
mon Prayer, is filled, in general, with Noble and Ex- | | 

alted forms of Service, and, in order to make 

them highly ſatisfactory to all truly Religious | 
men, want only to be purged from thoſe Expreſ- 1 

ſions which are little underſtood, or evidently 
inconſonant to the general tenor of the Bible, 
and repugnant to the natural ſuggeſtions of our 
own Conſciences. | 


Neither do I apprehend, my Lord, that the Dif- | 
| 


I thank. God that my Mind 1s warm with Cha- 
rity to all. I am from Experience taught to con- 
ſider the painful Difficulty of rooting out thoſe 
Prejudices which have been imbibed as it were 
with our Nurſe's Milk; and I greatly rejoice in the 
certainty, that very large allowances will be made 
by our moſt Wiſe and Merciful Creator, for all 
our unavoidable Errors. As to Errors which are 
aſcribable to Indolence, or want of due attention 
in thoſe who have the means and the Power of 
correcting them; in whatſoever degree ſuch may 
remain among Men, it is certain that the Simple 
and Illiterate are not directly chargeable there- 

8 with. 
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with. Let Them be anſwerable for Mine, ſays 
the unlettered Huſbandman, under whoſe Con- 
duct I approach the Altar. 


Wirth all reafonable allowances for the grofs 
Ignorance and Darkneſs of former Centuries, and 
the Prejudices they have left upon us; it yet ap- 
pears wonderful and mortifying that, the proper 
ObjeF of Religious Worſhip, ſhould not have 
been long ſince irreverſibly Fixed; and maintain- 
ed not only by a few, but by all Thinking and 
Learned Men. Becauſe, not only the general te- 
nour of Revealed Religion, but alſo Univerſal 
Nature proclaims the great truth of the Unity of 
the Deity.— The Similarity of Conſtruction in the 
Greater Bodies around us: The nice Dependen- 
cies preſerved in all the Leffer :—in a word, the 


whole viſible Creation difcovers to human Rea- 


ſon, One uniform connected Deſign throughout; 
and demonſtrates to reflecting Beings, that All. 
Things were formed by One Mind ; that they 
are univerſally the Effects of the Same Great 
Cauſe; and, from their invariable Evolutions, 
are certainly and conftantly under the very ſame 
Direction. God has taken care that we ſhould 
have more reaſons than one to believe them to 
be ſo; and, I think, He has interwoven the 
Truth of His Unity in our very Nature, if we 
would attend to its operations. I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew this by a familiar inſtance: But 1 


beg leave to introduce it rather as an acceſſory 


cir- 


— 
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circumſtance, than as a neceſſary Argument; for 
after what has been produced in the Elucidation, 
and by Others, ſuch aſſiſtances, I cancelve, are 
but little wanted. 

Wuxxkvzx a Multiplicity of Objects are pre- 
ſented to the Mind, we find it neceſſary, in order 
to Contemplate with any accuracy, to confine 
ourſelves to One, and drop all the reſt. A con- 
ſequence ever unavoidable while the Thinking 
Principle is cloſely engaged. And hence it 
arrives that the Unity of God forces itſelf upan 
us in the Act of Devotion, from the [ndivi/ibility 
of Thought. For we may obſerve, that, when we 
addreſs ourſelves intently in Prayer, we find it im- 
poſlible to Fix our Meditation abſolutely, on 
more than One Object of Worſhip at the ſame 
moment. Allothers are neglected in the inſtant, 
and cannot enter the Mind without confuſing 
and diſſipating the Attention. This alone plain- 
ly ſhews, that the mental Faculties are not cal- 
culated to attend Fixedly to more than One Ob- 
jet. We may, indeed, Aſociate Three or more 
different Things or Perſons in Idea, and then 
conſider them in One Collective view; but this 
doth not deſtroy their Individuality; and when 
we would contemplate any one of theſe Objects 
| vith Preciſion, we muſt diſmiſs the Combination. 

Or we may Blend three or more diſtinct Things 
or Subjects together in Idea, and then conſider 
them in the Aggregate as One; but beſides that 

this, 
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this is a meer work of the Imagination, it would be 


held both diſſatis factory and dangerous with re- 


ſpect to the Trinity; becauſe we are expreſsly en- 
joined, in our preſent received Doctrines, to pre- 


ſerve the Diſtinction of the Three Perſons, and 


acknowledge Them to be not only ſeparate, but 
alſo Equal Objects of Prayer and Thankſgiving. 
_ Notwithſtanding this, in the ſolemn Acts of De- 
votion, the Mind betrays an Eledtion for one or 
the other: and this Preference, we find, is natu- 


rally and generally given to God Himſelf, though 


every other Object is excluded from the Mind 


at the time. For He inceſſantly ariſes in the Col - 


lected Soul, and Fills it. Thus the Great Truth 
of the Unity of the Deity, ſeems to have been 


implanted by Him in our Nature, and the Mind 
of man, in its moſt ſerious and attentive moments, 


neceſſarily led to acknowledge it. In Praying 


to, or Glorifying the Trinity in their Turns, we 


Mill give the Precedence to the FarRHER; but, 
by a poſitive Diſtinction in their Perſons, and in 
our Horſhip, we unavoidably deſtroy the very 
Notion of One only God, and, as I apprehend, 
overthrow the Great Baſis of Revealed Religion. 


What will naturally follow from theſe obſerva- 


tions, is this. That as the Indiviſibility of 


Thought, will not permit us to Pray Fixedly to 
more than One Object at the ſame time; for tbe 


very attempt to Divide the Attention confuſes it; 
therefore 


% 


1 

therefore we are compelled, if we hold to the 
Athanaſian Syſtem, to invoke, and Worſhip the 
Three Perſons of the Trinity in a ſeparate manner, 
as we find is done*. Thus when we Worſhip the 
Father, we Adore a Perſon different from the 
Son, or the Holy Ghoſt: and when we Worſhip 
Theſe, we adore two Perſons both different from 
the Father and from each other. For, howſoever 
They may be connected, Their Perſons are to be 
preſerved diſtinctly in the Mind, and Their Wor- 
ſhip, of eourſe, to be diſtin alſo. Now under 
theſe circumſtances, it appears impoſſible, from 
the very Nature of Thought, to free ourſelves 
from the Idea of their being Three diſtinct Gods. 
For ſince we cannot Divide our Attention, (which 
if we could, would be the higheſt diſreſpect to the 
Perſon meant to be adored) it muſt be always 
Changed with the O4je# of our Worſhip; and then 
it inevitably follows, that every Other muſt be 
Neglected at the time; and theſe are exactly the 
Conſequences with all Polytheiſm whatſoever + from 
which, therefore, I humbly apprehend, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to Diſtinguiſh the prefent Syſtem, 
But on the other hand, If we Blend the Three 
Perſons together, and conſider Them as One and 
the Same Being; then the Athanaſian hypotheſis 
is deſtroyed, and any Di/ſtin# Worſhip appears 

totally Superfluous and Contradictory. 22 


* In the Litany, in many of the ColleQs, &c. 
; | I beg 


6 | 

I beg that I may not be miſunderſtood. in 
making theſe reflections: They are intended in 
ſupport of thoſe paſſages in the Bible which render 
the -Worſhip of God ſo eaſy to the Mind, by 
plainly and poſitively declaring that He is One; 


—and are not brought forward from any vain 


deſires of Diſputation. 


* 


I have never been able to meet with any Ex- 
poſition of the Athanaſian ſcheme that ſeemed at 


all ſatisfactory: on the contrary, even the beſt 


of thoſe which J have ſeen, all appear to me, to 


de intermixed with perpetual and inevitable con- 


traditions. A Learned Writer, of ſome rank in 
the Church, has very lately declared, as his Belief, 
that there muſt be Differences in the Three 
Perſons of the Trinity, and gradual Subordination.” 
Yet, in the ſame breath he inſiſts that They. arc 
ſtrictiy One Being, the Same God, and Equal in 
all Perfections. Here we find that, Difference 
and 1gentity, Subordination and Equality, are made 

{ſynonymous terms. Is not this illuſtrating the 
Athanaſian Creed by the Creed of Athanaſius! 
Indeed the tenets.juft mentioned, are hardly 4 , 
guarded as thoſe of this famous Creed, and while 
words retain their acknowledged meaning, ſuch 
modes of Expreſſion are altogether as unintelli- 
gible or contradictory as the Edict on which they 
are founded. The ſame learned Author has like- 


wiſe ſuggeſted that, © the Differences of the Three 
. Perſons, 


” I» ru Ho 
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* 
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Perſons; e can daty conſiſt in Their Perſona? "A | 


perties.” Now if their Perſonal Properties be 
Different, this, indeed, ſufficiently . declares, a 


poſitive diſtinction, and will ſhew them not to be 


the Same, but Three diftinft Beings or Gods ; ſince 
a difference of Properties is the ſureſt mark of 
Diſtinition between one Being and another. | 


- Ingenious Men have <li (doubtleſs 
often from very upright motives,) to ſupport this 
incomprehenſible Doctrine, by deep comments 
and laboured Interpretations. Every paſſage 
throughout the Bible, that affords the moſt diſ- 
tant colour of an Argument, has been laid hold 
of and forced into the Service. But their efforts 
hitherto, have not been able to ſtifle the Diviſions 
which have unhappily ſo long prevailed on this 
eſſential article of Religion. | The, ſearching out 
myſtical meanings in Scripture, and deducing 
far-ferched concluſions from paſſages that may be 
ſomewhat obſcure, a appears to me to be ſeeking 
Darkneſs rather than Light; an endlefs unpro- 
firable undertaking, making an Enigma of the 
Bible, and, conſequently, productive of great and 
dangerous Confuſion ; as is plain from the ſtrange 
and contrary” opinions which Have ariſen from 
time to time, from this way of conſtruing the ſa- 
cred Writings. Surely it would be better to re- 
cede from this precarious unſettled mode of ex- 
plication, and not give ſuch implicit Faith to 

Re * 
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Thoſe who think themſelves keen enough to ſee 
even beyond the Truth itſelf. 


W1rT reſpect to the Important Point before us, 
namely, the Divine Unity, the true Way is indeed 
very far from being either Dark or Intricate. We 
have but this Alternative, either to abide by the 
Strongeſt and Cleareſt Evidence, or follow that 
which is leſs Strong and leſs Clear. It is hardly 
conceivable that any rational Being, were he left 
to himſelf, would heſitate upon A to chuſe. 
Every ſerious and ſenſible Chriſtian would, above 
all things, | be moſt happy to be Clear i in his Rel. 
gious Creed; as he muſt feel and « own that, i in ge« 
netal, no ſolid Virtues, 1 no rational Faith, nothing 
above a Clouded Piety) can be expected in Men 
who Profeſs a Religious, Item, the fundamen- 
tal Prigciples « of which, they ingenuouſly con- 
feſs they cannot Underſtand. May not ſuch 


Men, without much prefumption, be July ſaid to 
Warſbip they know not what ? and while they re- 


main in this doubtful and confuſed ſtate, the in- 
fluence of Region, on "their Minds, muſt be 
feeble, waverin g, and, it in a great meaſure, fruitleſs; 
and this obſervation. we ſee verified i in fact; too 


often even among the moſt diſtinguiſhed Cha- 


racters. 


Nov, my Lord, inſtead of continuing to niit o on 
thoſe Doctrines, which, if they were at all explica- 


dle, 
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ble, are allowed to be beyond the Comprehenſion of 
the greater part of Mankind, and, of bur on- | 
duce little to Edification ;—Suppoſe we were to 
go back to the Simplicity of the Goſpel? Sup- 
poſe, inſtead of deſtroying His Supremacy as far 
as in us lies, we were to Adore the One God and 
Father of All; to Worſhip Him and Pray to Him 
alone, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
Wherein-ſhould we Err? Pardon me, my Lord, a 
moment while I aſk whether our Eccleſiaſtic Go- 
vernors, will allow this to be ſtrictly conſonant 
to the Sacred Doctrines or not. They ſurely 
cannot deny it. But Where, then, do we find ſo 
car and ſo reſpeFable Authority for the Wor- 
ſhip of a Trinity ? Neither, it ſeems, is this word, 
nor this Worſhip to be found in our Bibles. 
Notwithſtanding the ingenious Zeal of later Ages, 
Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
appear to have been wholly Strangers to ſo Com- 
plicated a Syſtem. Why, therefore, do we refuſe 
ourſelves the beneficial Happineſs of giving Him 
the peculiar Honour due unto His Glorious Name, 
Whois the Everlaſting God and Benevolent Parent 
of the Univerſe? Hath not Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
the holy Prophets of God, nay, even God Him/e/f, 
plainly taught and encouraged us to do this? Let 
the World impartially examine the Sacred Volume, 
collect the Evidence, and ſay whether this In- 
junction be Reiterated or not. If it be, with what 
* ſhall we ſhortly appear before His Face, 
| B 2 wich 
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with the Bible, perhaps our own Conſciences, 
and eyen the whole furrounding Creation, Wit- 
neſſes againſt us! If indeed, we have not erred 
Wilfully, or through Negligence, our Pardon is 
certain : but our Confuſion and Regret may very. 
poſſibly remain with us. 


After all, it muſt be confeſſed that, ſuch en- 
deavours as theſe, to mark the plaineſt defects and 
incongruities of the preſent Syſtem, and to per- 
ſuade a Reformation of them, will, in a great 
meaſure, be vain and ineffectual, while ſome are 
ſtill determined to ſupport the moſt manifeſt devia- 
tions at all Events, and others are ſo little in- 
clined to attend to what is ſaid againſt them. 
Even the greater number of Thoſe to whom the 
care of our holy Religion is more immediately 
conſigned, will not condeſcend to look into the 
Publications that are offered to their peruſal, and 
which, at leaſt in many inſtances, in the moſt diſ- 
intereſted manner, point out the ſtumbling- blocks 
which lay in their own way, and evidently Ob- 
ſtrut the moſt pious endeavours to fix the Religion 
of Chriſt in the hearts of Men. 


In ſuch a ſituation of things, all all that can be 
dene by thoſe who have the Honour of our 
Heavenly Father, the Goſpel of Chriſt, and their 
own Peace and Salvation truly. at Heart, is, to 
declare openly, wherein they humbly apprehend, 


Men have departed from the Faith that was once 
delt- 


time concealing their own, leſt they alſo ſhould be 


{<2 )0: | 
delivered unto the Saints: and far from invidiouſly 
attacking the tenets of others, and at the ſame 


found equally defective; - The honeſt Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, putting away all bitterneſs of 
ſpirit, ſhould deliver to the World their own 
Principles with humility, but with firmneſs and 
ſincerity; freely offer them to the ſevereſt Scru- 
tiny of rational Inquirers, and leave their merits 
and their Truth to be decided by the ſacred 
Oracles of God. I ſhall therefore deliver, what 1 
conceive to be, the Religious Principles of an 
Unitarian Chriſtian, 


ZEALOUS to walk in a plain and well-enlight- 
ened Path, the Unitarian Chriſtian, in contra- 
diction to all the complex Syſtems of Human de- 
vice, maintains, that the All-Glorious God of 
the Univerſe, is ſimply and abſolutely Oxx (a). 
That there is no God WIr RH Him (8), nor LIXE 
Him (F), nor Eqvart to Him (*): and confe- 
quently, that He alone is the True God; that 
He alone is the Great Object of all Religious 
Adoration (f.) And it is further maintained, that 
it is altogether impoſſible, that the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, ſpeaking as they did by divine Inſpira- 


(a) Deut. vi. 4+ Mark xii. 29. 1 Cor. viii. 4 6. 
(5) Deut. xxxii. g9. 
Y Ifa, xlvi. 9. 


() Ifa, xl. 23. Xlvi. 3. 


(F) Exod. Xxxiv. 14. Matt. vi. 6, 9, &c. 
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tion, could have aſſerted: the Unity of God fo 
Clearly and Poſitively as they have done, unlef 
it were ſtrictly true; and incapable-of any Dan. 


gerous or Erroneous conſequences whatſoever, 


when directly adopted by Mankind as a Principle 


moſt Sacred and Inviolable *. 
The Son of God is deeply Reverenced by the 


Unitarian Chriſtian, as his Mediator, High Prieſt, 
and great Deliverer : Commiſſioned by the Fa- 


THER to lead Men into the knowledge of Him, 
the Only true God, and into the way of Life 
Eternal. That accordingly the Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts of our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, are to 


* With reſpeR to the Holy Spirit, I bcg leave to obſerve; that when. 


ever the FATHER is Worſhiped, the holy Spirit is included in Hin, 


1. e. not adored as a diſtinct Being; ſince to make the holy Spirit a 


- diftint Perſon from the Father, is, I humbly apprehend, to make a 


Diſtinction without a Difference, and inclines immediately to Polytheiſm, 
For the holy Sprrit, from the general import of the ſacred writings, is 


the Spirit of God, or God Himſelf, who is indeed the GREAT AND 


UNIVERSAL SPIRIT. And thus this point muſt have been con- 
frdered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; otherwiſe, in order to prevent 
Error or Neglect, They would have certainly made a poſitive Diſ- 
tinflion, in their ferms of Worſhip and Glorification, between the Hay 
Ghoſt and the Father, If They were different and Equal Perſons. - But 
no ſuch diftinf Worſhip is to be found in the Scriptures. There are 
ſome, indeed, who, truck with this circumſtance, think, nevertheleſs, 
that, by the Holy Spirit may be meant a diſtin and Subordinate Agent, 
tho” not an Object of Divine Worſhip. This notion, flanding thus, may 
have no improper conſequences : But the above opinion, it is humbly 


conceived, appears more conſonant to the general tenour of holy 


Writ. And it ſeems a very unſatisfatory Expedient to ſingle out 
a few (perhaps doubtful) paſſages, and oppoſe them to the whole 


2 of the Scriptures. 
+ John xvii. g. 
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be eſteemed as the unalterable Rules of the Chriſ- 
tian's Life; to be ſtrictly adhered to, and punctual- 
ly obeyed ; to be fixed in his Heart, and uniformly 
manifeſted in his Actions. That not Obedience 
only, but alſo Love, Gratitude, Honour and Ve- 
neration, are due to Chriſtin a very high degree 
from all Mankind; And laftly, that, as his Diſ- 


ciples, we are authorized and encouraged to 


make uſe of his Name on all occaſions in our 
Worſhip of Al Mronry Gop; to whoſe Divine 


Majeſty we thus approach tt our bleſſed Me- 
diator. „% „ | 


It is upon this ſolid Baſis that the Unitarian 
Chriſtian reſts his Hope 
Spirit and in Truth, and'rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus. 
For to us there is but One God, ThE FArnkR, of 
whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord 


Feſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and we by 


bim. 1 Cor. viii. 6. The fimplicity of the above 
Creed enables it to be clearly underſtood by all 
Men; and the Records on which it is directly 
founded, will probably incline thoſe who believe 
in Revelation, to think that it contains a glori- 
ous Truth. 


But if there be any thing materially wrong in 
it, or abſurd, or contrary to the plain Doctrines 
of the Goſpel; in the Name of God, let it be 
pointed out: for no man in his ſenſes, I think, 
B 4 would 
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would Err in his Religion if he could poſſibly 
avoid it, I am ſure, my Lord, that if 1 (who am 
moſt willing to learn) cavld have been by any 
aſſiſtance ſatisfied, that the Worſhip of the Trinity 
is as clearly deducible from Scripture, as the 
Worſhip of the One God and Father of All; I 
ſhould have been ſaved from an anxiety of Mind 
which l am unable to — 


Am 1, or is any Men blameghle for fuch anxi- 


ety? is it Weakneſs? An Indifference to RELi- 
Grown. and its Truths, is Deſtruction in every 
-ſenſe of the word: It is the real Source of all the 
Moral Corruptions that infeſt the Human Race. 
This Indiffetence to Religion (if it does not pro- 
ceed from the moſt thoughtleſs Stupidity) muſt 
ariſe from a diſbelief of its Principles; or from 
a Perſuaſion that whether its Precepts ,are obeyed 
or not, it will be of equal Conſequence to us. 
It is enough, I hope, to obferve to the moſt ne- 
gligent Reader, that this laſt opinion leads di- 
rectly to Albeiſm, and at once deſtroys the very 
notion of an Omniſcient and Juſt Governor of 
the Univerſe. . As to a diſbelief of the leading 
Principles of any particular Syſtem, it behoves 
the virtuous among Men, to ſhew, if it be poſ- 
fible, that ſuch Incredulity has no Rational foun- 
dation. Every method ſhould: be tried, every 
fair Argument brought forward, to remove Im- 


pediments that may render the paths of Religion 
clouded 


8 F 
clouded or intricate, which above all things, it 
is to be wiſhed, ſhould be moſt clear, | 


CaunrIsTIANITY in its natural and moſt amiable 
Form, preſents nothing to the Mind of man that 
is gloomy or contradictory: It utters nothing but 
Peace and Comfort to the Soul: and will be 
found to agree with Reaſon in all her genuine [| | 
Principles. The Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt | 
kindly blends itſelf with the Light of Reaſon and | 
increaſes its Luſtre ; and, whatever Divines may = 
have formerly held, it is this Union that gives | 


ſolid ſatisfaction t to the human Heart. 


I am not allowed to hope from the aſpect of | 
the preſent day, that I ſhall live to ſee any mate- 
rial Reformation in our forms of Worſhip. But 
of this I am confident, that ſuch a Reform wili | 
in future take place. I apprehend that the | 
Truth of the Sacred Writings is directly engaged | 
in this Iſſue. Until the Goſpel is preached in its 


* How can we poſſibly think that, the charitable and merciful 
Spirit of pure Chriſtianity, is properly retained in a Chureh, wherein 
we hear Everlaſting perdition ſolemnly denounced, without any ex- 
ception or qualification, againſt all thoſe who do not, (perhaps cannot} 
Believe exactly as She difQtates? or rather, as ſome of the moſt violent 
Zealots were pleaſed to dictate in the darkeſt Ages. Surely that Wiſdom 
deſcendeth not from Above, which firſt confounds the Underſtanding, and 
then leaves the moſt dreadful Curſe on the very Doubts i/e/f has | | 
raiſed !—Yet this ſeems to be the Wiſdam, and this the Mercy which 
Ve find in a certain Gag. 


ori- | | 
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original Purity, the Nations of the Earth, we ſee, 
are not likely 10 become the Kingdoms of the Loxp 
end of His Chriſt. And yet, fo ſure as the Bible 
is true, this great Event muſt arrive, and the Pro. 
phecies be Fulfilled. Happy indeed! will They be, 
who ſhall become the bleſſed Inſtruments of ac- 
compliſhing them ;—By calling back the Chriſ- 
tian Faith to its primeval Purity and Simplicity; 
and clearing it entirely from that heavy Cloud of 
Superſtition and Error which has enwrapped it 
for Ages! A Departure from the Truth was 
plainly foretold ; and although the Sun of Righ- 
feouſneſs has happily ariſen with brighter Beams 
on our Land, our Impurities are not yet exhaled ; 
T heir remains are conſpicuous, and mark the 
force and truth of the * 


| Tho ning atrfeltenwichin the narrow Pale 
of our Forefathers, betrays an inexcuſable Indo- 
lence, and a manifeſt luke warmneſs for the further 
propagation of the Goſpel. It may be conſidered 
as a certain Fact, that the Wiſe and Benevolent 
Author of Nature, plainly intends, (notwith- 
ſtanding ſome partial exceptions) that the Rational 
part of his Creation ſhall not Decline; fhall not 
become leſs enlightened ; more ignorant and de- 
praved; but ſhall aſſuredly move forward, by 
gradual ſteps, in the paths of uſeful Knowledge 
and Improvement. If this be granted, how con-- 


tradictory to theſe gracious deſigns doth it appear, 
that. 
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that we ſhould implicitly rely on our remote 


Anceſtors for our preſent Opinions and Practice, 


and by obſtinately or ſupinely continuing on the 
ſame ground, contract all our Ideas within the. 


Circle of their Knowledge? 


I believe, however, that this laſt is far from 
being now the prevailing Inclination. The ne- 
ceſſary Diſtinction between ſound Faith and 
thoughtleſs Credulity, is no longer Heretical. I 
greatly rejoice when I reflect, that no inconſider- 


able number of our moſt reſpectable Clergy, not. 


only conceive themſelves to be bound in their 
Profeſſion, by ſome very hard and illiberal En- 


gagements of human conſtruction, but, many of 


them, are alſo ſenſible, that ſome further Amend- 
ments in- our doxologies, and Forms of Worſhip, 
are become . abſolutely neceſſary ; They juſtly 
think, that theſe may be rendered more generally 
unexceptionable and ſafe, By reducing them to a 
more direct congruity with thoſa of the Scrip- 
tures, Were this meaſure ſtrictly adopted, it 
muſt prevent all controverſy and unecaſineſs, on 
the point in queſtion, (at leaſt among the reaſon- 
able part of Mankind) ſo long as our holy Re- 
cords are conſidered as the inconteſtable Rules of 
our Faith, It would be moſt Injurious to ſup- 
pole, that thoſe Reverend Gentlemen who are 
zealous for ſo deſirable a Reform, have not the 
velfare of Chriſtianity as much at Heart as thei 


Oppoſers, 
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Oppoſers, Their wiſhes. can proceed from no- 
thing, but a watchful and conſcientious attention 
to Religion, and a ſincere love of it; with a con- 
viction of its infinite Importance to the World 
when rightly underſtood : and they well diſcern, 
that if ſuch a ſtep were taken, it would at once 
free the I hole from a weight of anxiety and vex- 
ation, which every honeſt Man would be happy 
to ſce them fairly rid of. 


My Lozp, If what has been ſaid ſhould, upon 


the whole, appear worthy of any regard; The 
exalted Station in which Divine Providence hath 
been pleaſed to place your Grace, enables you to 
direct the means of ſuch Relief in theſe moſt 
Important matters, as your Wiſdom ſhall ſuggeſt. 
Your Lordſhip is undoubtedly well acquainted, 
that at this juncture, The Public attention is 
powerfully attracted towards the preſent Inquiry 


into the True Obje of Religious Worſhip; a 


Subject ſurely the moſt Intereſting that can en- 
gage the human Mind.— That the Inquirers into 
this momentous Article, are numerous and re- 
ſpetable—That the Foundations of our Faith 
are not now aſſailed by the ſhallow and con- 
temptible diſquiſitions of Atheiſts and Liber- 
tines; but are ſearched into by Men whoſe 
Characters are unimpeachable, whoſe Abili- 
ties, and Teal in ſupport of Chriſtianity, are 
equally ardent and conſpicuous, and who affuredly 


Þ have 
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molt unqueſtionable proofs) tho? the World may 
not have candour enough to allow that their en- 
deavours reach further than to themſelves. What- 
ever may be the Event of theſe Inquiries, this is 
certain, that they never could have ariſen among 
ſuch Men, if our preſent Doctrines had been 
clearly founded on the Scriptures and one 


| Reaſon, 


« Let vs, therefore, be intent on-ſtudying the 
e pure word of God; and careful to interpret it 
jn ſuch a manner, as may do- moſt honour to 
« its author; and at all times encourage a free 
c and an impartial ſtudy of it. Tis now high 
« time to do this, and to awake out of ſleep, ſince 
« ur Reformation is much neater than when we 
© firſt believed: and! it is to be wiſhed, that we 
«. ourſelves; could/ be perſuaded to examine our: 
on ſtate that we were diſpoſed to help and; 
forward, rather than check the progreſs: of; 
© every ſerious" enquiry ; and ſtop any farther: 
© improvements in the knowledge of that, which. 
of all things deſerves, and wants them. moſt; 
e rather than withſtand: a general reformation. in 
Religion, by rigorouſly inſiſting on, and ob- 
** truding ſuch things for doctrine, as are the 
** commandments of men, and very foreign to the 

* eſſence of it; inſtead of either entertaining that 

* Anti- 


have their own inward: quiet, and ſalvation at 
heart, (of which ſome of them have given the 
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cc Antichriſtian kind of ſpirit, which calls down 
« fire from heaven on all who don't receive us; 
« which delights in ſtraĩtening the way that leads 
ec to Life, and ſhutting up the kingdom of 
te heaven againſt men; or elſe incurring the woe 
« denounced againſt thoſe hypocrites, who are 
ce defirous of lading men with heavy burthens, 
ce and binding upon them things which are too 
« prievous to be borne; and which they know, 
ce that none need touch with one of their fingers, 


« As we ſee the faults and follies of paſt ages, 
© adouble woe will be to us, if, inſtead of taking 
« warning by them, and avoiding the like; we 


« are reſolved to tread the ſame pes and ag up 


” the meaſure of aur fathers Ara 


Ir chen, your Lordſhip ſhould, happily, be in 
clined to forward any proper meaſures for the 
further purifying our forms of Worſhip, in doing 


which, without doubt, the Chriſtian Scriptures 


would be taken as the directive Lights: It is then 


that the true Diſciples of Chriſt would rejoice with 


exceeding great Foy :' ſince ſuch an Amendment 
could have no other end, than-the enfuring the 


moſt durable Happineſs to Mankind ; ; by giving 


| , Fry of 
# Biſhop af Carl; ifs. Theory of Religion Ae, Page 199, ach 
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birth to that ſubſtantial Piety, wherein the Heart 
and the Underſtanding alſo ſincerely Unite. And 
Jam, with many others, groſsly deceived, if the 
EyocHa would not be as glorious for your Grace, 
through all Poſterity, as it would be highly ad- 
vantageous to Chriſtianity. You would not want 
the ready aſſiſtance of many among the moſt Va- 
luable and Learned of your Clergy, and you have 
this Peculiar advantage, that it would be impoſ- 
ſible to charge your Grace, in ſuch an important 
undertaking, with any Siniſter views or Worldly 
motives whatſoever. May, the ſame Almighty 
Being who hath called you into your Eminent 
State in the Church, inſpire you to.do that which 
is right in His fight, and enable you to lead your 
extenſive Flock in the true Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Pesce i 


I conclude this Letter with an earneſt Prayer. 
That the God of Truth may condeſcend to guide 
and ſupport All thoſe who are labouring in its 
Cauſe. That CazIsTIaNITY may flouriſh in its 
utmoſt Extent. That Mankind may enjoy all 
thoſe permanent Bleſſings, which may be expect- 
ed from a ſteady Obedience to its Divine Pre- 
cepts. And, eſpecially, that we may never fail 
in our deepeſt Gratitude to Him, from Whom 
thoſe Precepts were truly Derived “; nor in our 


* John vii. 16, xii. 49, 50. 


ſincereſt 


— „ 
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fincereſt Love to that benevolent Being who De 
Iivered : them. Now, in the Name of bur Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, to Hime who is the FaTrias'of Mer. 
cies and the God of all Comfort, Be G 


ration and Gratitude in the Higheſt, to all Eter- 
nitg. Amen (02056228 
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